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Servants’ Guide

Introduction


One of the primary reasons God calls His followers to be extraordinarily caring people is because acts of mercy open up people’s hearts like nothing else can.  Put another way, there’s tremendous pulling power in the expression of even a single act of kindness.  And God wants that power to draw people toward the reality of His Son.


Jesus spelled this out in John 13:34-35:  “A new commandment I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  All men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.”  How simple, yet how powerful!


As we express compassion to each other, people will recognize it as an earmark of authentic Christianity.  It helps them better understand what God is like, who His children are, and why they should personally trust Him too.


How often lately have you felt compassion for people in need?  Have you followed up those feelings and actually helped someone by serving them, encouraging them, visiting them, or by expressing love in some other tangible way?

-Taken from Becoming a Contagious Christian by Bill Hybels

Scripture     

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

(Romans 13:8-10)
Discussion Questions

1. In the context of Romans 13, Paul instructs us to not allow any debt to remain outstanding.  Why is this an important principle for the Christian?

· Christians are called to submit even to secular authorities according to Romans 13.  We are bound to pay taxes and fulfill the requirements of the government.

· Practically, believers should live as a good role model in all areas of life.  Things such as not paying people back, high credit card bills, etc are bad examples. 

2. Paul refers to love as a “continuing debt”.  Why does he term love that way?  How does it contradict with what the world teaches?    

· Love is a lasting obligation.  The love given to us on the cross is as far we need to look.  Romans 5:8 teaches that “while we were yet sinners, Christ dies for us.”

· God sees value in any person b/c they are created in His image.  

· This teaching implies loving without expecting.  The world teaches to love to give but the bible teaches us to love because we’ve already been given.

· No matter how much we have done for a person in the past, we are always indebted to love that person.

3. We are called to love our “fellowman”.  What makes this teaching difficult to follow?  What kind of effect would this have?  (Note: The word translated as "fellow man" is the Greek word heteros, which basically means, "Love people who are different from you.")

4. How do the latter four of the Ten Commandments fit into this understanding of love?  How does the call to love fulfill the law?

· These four commandments address issues that all seek to harm someone else.  The intention is so that we would seek to love our neighbor.  

· To seek their highest good.  

5. Read Romans 12:9-21.  Examine Paul’s description of love.  What are some areas of love that you struggle with?  What are some areas of love that your family group struggles with?  

6. What are some things that challenged you today?

