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The First Commandment

Servants’ Guide

Discussion Questions

1. Almost anything can be a “god.”  What are some “gods” that we tend to follow in our culture today? 

2. Read Exodus 12:31-42.  With all that has happened, how would you think and feel if you were hearing this commandment that day as an Israelite?  How would this commandment be applied in the life of Israel?

· Feelings of fear and reverence.  A sense of awe at being chosen by God.  New beginnings.

· They would have a sense of dedication and commitment realizing the supremacy of Yahweh.

· There is a sense in which God is the groom bringing his bride out on a honeymoon.  See Jer 2:2.

· In the Promised Land there were many pagan nations worshipping false gods and in the midst of this syncretism and paganism they would need to be devoted to the one true God.

· This is the very thing they will stumble in again and again as they bow down to worship false gods throughout the OT.

3. How does Jesus affirm and realize this commandment for us in the New Testament?  (Matthew 22:37)  What does this commandment mean practically in the day-to-day Christian life?  

· Our culture does not bow down to the same gods like Baal and Ashoreth but we do live amidst a culture of pluralism.  Anything worshipped or desired in our hearts other than Yahweh is the worship of false gods.  

· Jesus does not stand opposed to the commandments but he is the living example of the commandments.  

· The commandments are the goal and standard but yet it is one that we cannot achieve.  Thus lies the beauty of the gospel that our groom-Christ loves us even in our state of adultery as we often love other gods.
4. In Exodus 3:14, God refers says of himself, I AM WHO I AM”.  Spend some time thinking about who God is.  Try making a list of attributes that describe God.   (i.e.  He is without a beginning and an end)

· He is self-existent.

· He is self-sufficient.

· He is forgetful of sin.

· He is aware of all things at all times.

· He is present at all places simultaneously.

· He is the creator of all things.

· He is the judge and standard.

· He is absolutely without sin.

· He is gracious and compassionate.

· He sees tomorrow like I see today.

5. Whether for the Israelites or for the believer today, what are some reasons that we so easily are prone to chase after other “gods”?

6. List and examine the categories of life given by John Stott in the introduction.  Share about some areas in your life in which you are wasting your worship.  

7. Spend some time praying as a family group for an undivided heart that would chase and pursue after none other than the one true God who is worthy of all our worship and has redeemed our souls.
“May the Living God, who is the portion and rest of the saints, make these our carnal minds so spiritual, and our earthly hearts so heavenly, that loving him, and delighting in him, may be the work of our lives.”  

 









-Richard Baxter

